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The Bears Ears:
Off the Map
October 7–12, 2019

Exploring Cedar Mesa

DAY 1 
Monday, October  7

Arrive in Durango, Colorado by 2:00 p.m. Meet for 
introductions, a program orientation, and dinner 
with the group and scholars. Overnight, Durango. D

DAY 2 
Tuesday, October  8

Travel to Blanding, Utah for a behind-the-scenes 
tour of Edge of the Cedars State Park Museum. The 
museum is well-known for its extensive collection of 
Southwest Native American artifacts. Walk through 
the exhibits with your scholars, Lyle and Craig, to 
get their take on the unique, special items like a 
turkey feather blanket and scarlet macaw feather 
sash. After a picnic lunch, head out to Cedar Mesa 
in Bears Ears National Monument to set up camp. 
Sunset and dinner will give way to a starry night and 
stories from Lyle and Craig. Overnight, camping in 
Bears Ears.  B  L  D  

DAY 3 
Wednesday, October 9

After a peaceful rest in the forest, wake to the 
beautiful sunrise and have a “sit” to begin the day. A 
hearty breakfast will prepare you for the adventure 
ahead featuring a full-day hike in Slickhorn Canyon. 
Orient yourself in the landscape before stepping 
off the beaten path to look for archaeological sites, 
pottery sherds, and fossils. Open your mind to the 
unknown of wild desert life and follow your scholars 
as they create their own trail with stories. Venture 
back to camp, unwind, and enjoy dinner with your 
fellow adventurers. Before you end the evening, 
Lyle will share stories about Hopi landscapes and 
the ancestral history of Bears Ears. Overnight, 
camping in Bears Ears.  B  L  D  

Spectacular views throughout the Bears Ears
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B  = breakfast,  L  = lunch,  D  = dinner 
Itinerary subject to change

Hiking the Bears Ears

Exploring off-the-beaten path

DAY 4 
Thursday, October 10

Awake to the fresh light of a new day and indulge in 
camp breakfast. Stretch your legs as you prepare 
for another day of adventure and exploration. 
Today, you visit the Procession Panel on Comb 
Ridge, where a once thriving ancestral Pueblo 
community gathered to write their story. Wander 
the same trails as the ancestral people and venture 
even deeper into the park to the famous Mormon 
trail and Comb Ridge vantage point. Reflect on 
your day’s journey, head back to camp for dinner, 
and wrap-up the evening with stories. Overnight, 
camping in Bears Ears.  B  L  D  

DAY 5 
Friday, October 11

Arise early for breakfast then pack up camp and 
enjoy one last hike in the canyon lands. As you take 
in the landscape imagine what it was like to live 
there, hunt for deer, grow corn, build homes, and 
truly live off the land. Have lunch in the park before 
returning to Durango. Here, enjoy a farewell dinner 
with your leaders, scholars, and group mates. 
Overnight, Durango.  B  L  D  

DAY 6 
Saturday, October 12

Depart from Durango, Colorado at any time. B

Well-preserved cliff dwellings 

Crow Canyon Archaeological Center secured permits and 
special permissions from Bureau of Land Management - 
Monticello, Edge of the Cedars State Park Museum, and State 
Lands Trust Utah for this program.


