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Petroglyphs along the Roc Creek Trail

DAY 1 
Sunday, May 19

Arrive in Grand Junction, Colorado by 4:00 p.m. Meet 
the group for introductions, a program orientation, 
and dinner. Overnight, Grand Junction.  D

DAY 2 
Monday, May 20

After breakfast head to Montrose to meet Carol 
Patterson and Becky Hammond, your scholars for 
the next few days, who will take you to Shavano 
Valley. The plethora of rock art panels and sites 
depict stories of Ute history, ceremony, and 
tradition. Stop for a picnic lunch at the Ute Indian 
Museum in Montrose and a tour their collection with 
the museum’s Education Director. The afternoon 
will be spent on a scenic drive through the majestic 
Unaweep Canyon on your way to Gateway Canyons 
Resort, the finest luxury resort in Colorado. Enjoy 
dinner together at Entrada Restaurant before 
wrapping up the day. Overnight, Gateway.  B  L  D  

DAY 3 
Tuesday, May 21

Take in the secluded beauty of the resort during 
breakfast at the café. Head out for another scenic 
drive towards Roc Creek Petroglyph Trail along 
the Dolores River Canyon. You explore the remote 
areas of the canyon with culturally significant sites 
that help you understand the ancestral history 
of this region. Enjoy a picnic lunch before making 
your way back to the resort for rest and relaxation. 
Regroup for a dinner on the resort grounds. 
Overnight, Gateway.  B  L  D  

Shavano Valley
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B  = breakfast,  L  = lunch,  D  = dinner 
Itinerary subject to change

Unaweep Canyon

Rock art styles

DAY 4 
Wednesday, May 22

After a relaxing morning, travel north along back roads 
to visit a collection of sites that show the history of 
the Colorado river’s ancestral people. Then, head out 
for a tour of the geological site you passed through 
before, Unaweep Canyon. Travel into Grand Junction 
to meet your scholars, Steven Simms and Porter 
Swentzell. Indulge in dinner at a private residence with 
beautiful views of Colorado National Monument. Enjoy 
storytelling and panel discussions with scholars as the 
night goes on. Overnight, Grand Junction. B  L  D  

DAY 5 
Thursday, May 23

Spend a day in the remote country visiting areas 
around the Book Cliffs. Explore a full range of rock 
art history from Archaic, Fremont, Pueblo, and Ute 
cultures. Investigate French trapper history and early 
ranch life in this desolate landscape. End the day 
with a drive to the top of the cliffs for sensational 
rock art and magnificent views of the desert. Return 
to Grand Junction for dinner on your own. Overnight, 
Grand Junction.  B  L  

DAY 6 
Friday, May 24

Start the day with a trip to Rangely to meet guest 
scholar, Dr. Glade Hadden. Hike the trails of Canyon 
Pintado, home to a dense population of ancient and 
historic sites that show a shift in rock art styles. After 
a picnic lunch, explore the remote Dragon Trail to 
see more rock art styles in a hidden corridor. Head 
back into town for a farewell dinner with the group 
and scholars. Overnight, Grand Junction.  B  L  D  

DAY 7 
Saturday, May 25

Depart from Grand Junction, Colorado any time. B  

Book Cliffs, eastern end

Crow Canyon Archaeological Center has secured all permits 
and special permissions related to this program.


