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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5 
Arrive in Cortez, Colorado, no later than 4 p.m. 
Meet the group for dinner and program orientation 
with our scholars, Benjamin Bellorado, M.A., and 
Jonathan Till, M.A. Overnight, Cortez.  D

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6 
Drive 1.5 hours to Edge of the Cedars State Park 
Museum in Blanding, Utah, where Jonathan takes us 
into curation to see materials that relate to sites we 
will see. Expect an emphasis on design of textiles, 
sandals, and ceramics as we discuss ancestral 
Pueblo social identity. After lunch, we travel to the 
west side of Comb Ridge to hike 1/3 mile to one 
of the largest and most long-lived villages in the 
Comb Wash drainage. This site, in Arch Canyon, 
became an important complex by the A.D. 1200s; 
it influenced and connected other sites we will see 
this week. The stage is set for us to examine the 
persistence of ritual landscapes in attracting the far-
reaching influence of Chacoan society. We explore 
other nearby cliff dwellings, then visit the Comb 
Wash Great House before returning to Blanding and 
Stone Lizard Lodging, our base camp for the next 
four nights. Overnight, Blanding.  B L

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7 
Today we explore another part of the Bears Ears 
territory: Elk Ridge, where Comb Ridge merges 
with the high country. Spend the day hiking and 
searching for sites from the Pueblo III period 
(A.D. 1150 to 1300). As we look for archaeological 
sites and ritual landscape, we gain a deeper 
understanding of this part of the ancestral Pueblo 
world. Overnight, Blanding.  B L  

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8 
On a hike into Whiskers Draw, we explore alcove 
sites, an important great kiva (A.D. 1250) with a 
fascinating mural (the subject of Ben’s research), 
and related post-Chacoan road segments that 
connected nearby communities. In the afternoon, 
we hike to Red Knobs, a major community center 
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B  = breakfast,  L  = lunch,  D  = dinner 
Itinerary subject to change

in upper Cottonwood Wash that was occupied 
from the early Pueblo I through Pueblo III periods. 
Jonathan discusses his research about the ancient 
roadway connecting Red Knobs to our previously 
visited great kiva, the Arch Canyon complex, 
and points beyond. This hike is approximately 6 
miles round-trip over moderately rocky terrain. 
Overnight, Blanding.  B L

MONDAY, OCTOBER 9 
Today we investigate Cedar Mesa and the upper 
reaches of Fish Creek Canyon. We learn about local 
history at Salvation Knoll, and we see a historic 
Navajo/Ute site. On Cedar Mesa, we explore an 
unrecorded Basketmaker III hamlet set amid deep 
and fertile agricultural soils, which offers insight 
into farming practices through time. Next we visit 
spectacular Art House, a two-story roomblock (mid-
Pueblo II) with a rare inscribed mural―a style of 
wall decoration unique to the region. Today’s hike is 
easy to moderate, about 4.5 miles round-trip over 
mostly flat terrain. Overnight, Blanding.  B L

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10 
This morning we explore the Target site and its 
beautiful setting within a heavily wooded portion  
of Comb Ridge. At its nucleus, Target holds one 
of the oldest known cliff dwellings (A.D. 860s) 
identified in the area. An amazing assortment 
of rock art images here depicts special types 
of sandals that were likely used in communal 
performances. Murals painted on the exterior of 
one room likely functioned as a winter solstice 
calendar. After lunch, we head to nearby Ballroom 
Cave to explore Mesa Verde-style construction (A.D. 
1250s) and ritualistic rock art set within an immense 
natural cave. In the depths of this great-kiva-like 
setting, we discuss chronology, communal ritual, 
violence, and migration. Bring your headlamp for 
this one! Overnight, Cortez.  B L D

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11 
Depart from Cortez anytime in the morning. A 
morning shuttle will be offered for travelers flying 
out of Durango. B


