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Crow Canyon archaeologist featured in water documentary 
 
Crow Canyon archaeologist Kristin Kuckelman is one of the experts  included in a feature-length 
documentary exploring  the historic influence of water in connecting and dividing an arid state 
and region. 
 
The documentary, The Great Divide, premiered in Denver last month, and it will be screened in 
Southwest Colorado twice this week: 
 
Cortez:  Wednesday, September 9, 7 p.m., The Sunflower Theatre, 8 East Main, sponsored by 
the Dolores Water Conservancy District. For tickets, call the Dolores Water Conservancy 
District at 970-565-7562. 
Durango: Thursday, September 10, reception at 4:30, screening at 5:45, Q&A panel discussion 
at 7:15; Durango Arts Center,  802 East Second Avenue. Free tickets for the Durango screening 
are available at this link. 
 
Space at each venue is limited, so be sure to reserve a ticket.  
 
“We’re going to have to sustain ourselves – our grandchildren are – with the same basic water 
supplies, aggravated by the effects of climate change, that the ancestral Puebloans had at their 
disposal,” the film points out. 
 
From ancestral Pueblo times, through the Gold Rush origins of Colorado water law, to 
agriculture, dams, diversions, and conservation, the film reveals today’s critical need to cross 
“the great divide,” replacing conflict over water with cooperation. An advisory council of 
Colorado water experts helped to ensure an accurate portrayal of the state’s water history and 
issues. 
 
Millions of people, billions of dollars and an enormous amount of activity across a vast swath of 
America from California to the Mississippi River are dependent on rivers born in Colorado’s 
mountains. In a time of mounting demand and limited supply, the need for all citizens to better 
understand and participate in decisions affecting this critical resource is paramount. 
 
Kuckelman is Crow Canyon’s  research publications manager. An archaeologist, she has a 
career-long interest in hydrology and how water resources, or the lack of them, influenced 
ancestral Pueblo life in this region. Who better to talk about water in an arid landscape than 
someone who has spent several decades studying the people who first tried to farm here? 
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“Our goal for this film is to raise understanding and appreciation of Colorado’s water heritage, 
and we hope to inspire a more informed public discussion concerning the vital challenges 
confronting our state and region with increasing urgency,” said Emmy award-winning filmmaker 
Jim Havey, who produced the film in conjunction with Colorado Humanities. 
 
The Great Divide also will be screened this fall in Sterling, Aspen, Grand Junction, Fort Collins, 
Alamosa and Steamboat Springs. For more information about those screenings, visit the film’s 
website. After the statewide film tour, copies of The Great Divide will be placed in Colorado 
schools and libraries. 
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