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Explorations in the 
Aztatlán World
March 30 - April 7, 2020

DAY 1 MONDAY, MARCH 30
Arrive in Puerto Vallarta; transfer to Villa Mercedes 
Petit Hotel. The scholars provide an orientation and 
overview of the upcoming itinerary. Introductions to 
fellow guests and scholars take place over dinner.

Overnight, Puerto Vallarta
Dinner Included

DAY 2 TUESDAY, MARCH 31
Depart on a rugged journey of archaeological 
sightseeing around Banderas Bay at the sites  
flanking the Rio Ameca on both the Jalisco and 
Nayarit borders. We visit off the grid archaeological 
sites today.

Overnight, Puerto Vallarta
Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner Included

DAY 3 WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1
Today our journey combines archaeology with 
culinary tours featuring regional specialties. 
Travel to El Tondoroque, Nayarit, on the north 
side of Banderas Bay to visit Planeta Cacao (a 
new educational garden) for a hands-on tour of 
contemporary small-scale cacao production, an 
industry currently in the early stages of revitalization 
in the region. After lunch, we will continue with a 
visit to the archaeological site of San Juan de Abajo, 
Nayarit. Afterwards, visit a local agave distillery, 
Rancho Verano Distileria de Tequila/Mama Lucia, 
and learn about the process of distillation of alcohol, 
including tequila. We will continue on to the quiet 
and tranquil town of San Pancho.

Overnight, San Pancho
Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner Included
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DAY 4 THURSDAY, APRIL 2
Depart in the morning for the Alta Vista rock art site 
near Chacala, Nayarit. Continue traveling northward 
and begin the ascent into the Transverse Volcanic 
Axis, then east into the Nayarit highlands. We pass 
through the colonial town of Compostela (where, 
time permitting, we visit the local archaeology 
museum) and fields of sugarcane before arriving 
at the small colonial capital of Tepic, Nayarit. Enjoy 
some free time to explore the colorful plaza—
including the opportunity to purchase Huichol 
crafts. Before dinner, we enjoy an introductory talk 
about the second stage of our program.

Overnight, Tepic
Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner Included

DAY 5 FRIDAY, APRIL 3
We begin the day with a visit to the Museo Regional 
de Nayarit on Avenida de Mexico in the historic 
center of Tepic. Meet with the museum director and 
enjoy a tour of the museum. Next, travel to the major 
Aztatlán political center of Ixtlán del Río, Nayarit—the 
only archaeological habitation site in Nayarit that 
has been restored and is open to the public. End the 
day with a visit to Laguna Santa Maria del Oro, a lake 
within the crater of an extinct volcano; enjoy time to 
relax and explore the lake and surroundings.

Overnight, San Maria del Oro
Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner Included

DAY 6 SATURDAY, APRIL 4
In the morning, journey to the Nayarit coast at 
Matanchen Bay to visit the Aticama Community 
Museum. We will continue on to a picturesque 
overlook at the entrance to San Blas to take in views 
of the lagoon and look for migratory birds, as well 
as crocodiles. In the early afternoon, we take small 
boats across the San Blas estuary to Isla del Rey, 
where we hike a short distance to visit a cave shrine 
dedicated to Haramara, the Huichol goddess of the 
sea. From here, we will continue by boat to visit the 
sacred white rock linked to Haramara located off 

the coast of San Blas, the place where the gods first 
emerged from the sea (no landing site).

Overnight, Riviera Nayarit
Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner Included

DAY 7 SUNDAY, APRIL 5
Over the next two days we will be visiting sites 
with rock art, Mesoamerican-style ballcourts, and 
monumental earthen-mound architecture that are 
not open to the public. Start the day with a drive to 
the large Aztatlán center built atop a volcanic hill in 
the broader vicinity of Santiago Ixcuintla. Visit a rock 
art site in the vicinity before heading to the center. 
After lunch, continue on to a large Aztatlán center that 
is considered to be the pearl of Aztatlán core-zone 
coastal archaeology. Return to San Blas for the night.

Overnight, Riviera Nayarit
Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner Included

DAY 8 MONDAY, APRIL 6
Today, we explore a third large archaeological site 
in the Aztatlán core zone. Visit picturesque Spanish 
colonial ruins of the mid- to late 1700s, including a 
counting house and the fort of La Contaduria, where 
Spanish galleons arrived, as well as the Nuestra 
Señora del Rosaria (Our Lady of the Rosary) church. 
Then, enjoy a boat ride through the La Tovara 
mangrove estuaries—a great opportunity to spot 
migratory birds and wildlife, such as crocodiles and 
turtles. Afterwards, return to Puerto Vallarta for our 
last night, including a celebratory farewell dinner.

Overnight, Puerto Vallarta
Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner Included

DAY 9 TUESDAY, APRIL 7
Departure transfers will be scheduled from the 
hotel. If you wish, you may extend your stay and 
enjoy the beautiful beaches of Punta Mita or the 
remote beaches of Yelapa – just a short water taxi 
ride away!

Breakfast Included
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