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Wet Behind the Bears Ears: 
Backcountry Archaeology
March 13–19 & September 11–17, 2020

DAY 1 
FRIDAY, MARCH 13; SEPTEMBER 11
Arrive in Cortez, CO, and meet your fellow travelers 
for hors d’oeuvres before departing for Blanding, 
UT. After a scenic drive, we check into our lodge and 
enjoy a wonderful dinner with our scholars.

Overnight, Stone Lizard Lodge, Blanding, UT
Dinner included

DAY 2
SATURDAY, MARCH 14; SEPTEMBER 12
This morning we visit Edge of the Cedars Museum 
to explore the history on display and take a back-
room tour of water-related items from the museum’s 
collections. After lunch, we travel south to Bluff, UT, 
where we explore a Chaco-style great house. Learn 
more about this region’s rich cultural history on a 
short hike before settling into camp in the beautiful 
landscape of Bears Ears National Monument (BENM). 

Overnight under the stars, BENM
Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner Included

DAY 3
SUNDAY, MARCH 15; SEPTEMBER 13
After a fabulous breakfast and a good morning 
stretch, we lace up our hiking shoes and set out to 
discover how the ancient ones lived on this inspiring 
landscape. Ask questions of our scholars as we duck 
into canyons and gaze out over miles of unique rock 
formations to discover hidden springs, seasonal 
watercourses, and ancestral dwellings. Tonight we 
enjoy another night under the star-filled sky as we 
share stories around the campfire. 

Overnight, BENM
Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner Included
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DAY 4
MONDAY, MARCH 16; SEPTEMBER 14
Today brings another unique exploration, this 
time accompanied by a Hopi scholar who guides 
us through cultural sites with connections to 
agriculture. We learn about life on the land from the 
perspective of Pueblo people who have sustained 
life in the high desert for thousands of years by 
growing crops and domesticating animals. 

Overnight, BENM
Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner Included

DAY 5
TUESDAY, MARCH 17; SEPTEMBER 15
A Ute scholar joins us to share what life was like 
for ancient hunting and gathering peoples in this 
area. We visit natural springs and talk about hunting 
and foraging as we discover more of our national 
monument the way it is best experienced: on foot. 
The evening finds us back in Bluff, where we discover 
the small-town charm of this desert community and 
relax in the comfort of our inn. 

Overnight, La Posada Pintada, Bluff, UT
Breakfast and Lunch Included, Dinner is on your own

DAY 6
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18; SEPTEMBER 16
Laughter flows like water as we enjoy a mellow raft 
trip down a stretch of the San Juan River. We will 
stop at several cultural sites with petroglyphs and 
ancient stone architecture. After a full-day float on 
one of the great rivers of the West, we relax as a 
group and enjoy a wonderful meal together. 
Overnight, La Posada Pintada, Bluff, UT
Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner Included

DAY 7
THURSDAY, MARCH 19; SEPTEMBER 17
Return to Cortez for departures. 

Breakfast Included
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This program requires special permission from the Bureau of Land 
Management – Monticello, the USDA Forest Service – Monticello, 
SITLA State Lands, and Edge of the Cedars State Park & Museum. 
The river portion of our trip will be outfitted by Wild Expeditions. 
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