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Birds of the Pueblo World
May 12 - 18, 2020

DAY 1 TUESDAY, MAY 12
Arrive at Sunrise Springs Resort for dinner and 
introductions with our scholars. After dinner, we 
discuss birds of the Pueblo world, past and present 
and take a tour of the grounds as an orientation for the 
week. Sunrise Springs is a natural hot springs resort, 
a sister company to New Mexico’s Ojo Caliente. We 
will have access to all the amenities the spa provides: 
hot and cold soaking pools, saltwater swimming pool, 
hiking trails, and more! Some additional activities are 
available for individual purchase, such as massages, 
saunas, and private hot tubs.

Overnight, Sunrise Springs, Santa Fe, NM
Dinner Included

DAY 2 WEDNESDAY, MAY 13
Our birding expert Kristi Dranginis guides us to 
find our place on the landscape. We begin our daily 
practice of intimately coming to know the natural 
rhythms of this ancient land and all of its inhabitants 
through the evocative practice of the Bird Sit. During 
our Bird Sits, we have an opportunity to slow down 
and quietly observe the world around us. Birds 
we are likely to encounter are blue herons, hawks, 
towhees, robins, and the possibility of a variety of 
migratory species. This morning we also take part 
in our first workshop, “Five Voices of the Birds,” 
focused on understanding what birds are telling us. 
The afternoon is dedicated to seeing hundreds of 
amazing petroglyphs, including many bird images, as 
well as ancestral Pueblo village sites. We end the day 
with a lecture from Dan Simplicio, a Zuni scholar and 
artist, about Zuni’s rich connection to birds and the 
natural world.

Overnight, Sunrise Springs, Santa Fe, NM
Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner Included

ITINERARY

Birds in Flight

Bird Imagery in Clay

Zuni Owl



DAY 3 THURSDAY, MAY 14
Start the day with our new morning routine: a Bird 
Sit right outside your door! Throughout the day, Dan 
and Kristi weave together a tapestry of birding skills 
and ancestral knowledge that has been passed down 
for untold generations. Lessons of the day include 
bird alarms, birdsong, and the seven questions for 
bird identification. We also discuss the important 
roles that certain birds (cranes, owls, magpies, etc.), 
animals, and feathers play for Pueblo people.

Overnight, Sunrise Springs, Santa Fe, NM
Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner Included

DAY 4 FRIDAY, MAY 15
Our morning practice and birding knowledge 
deepens this morning as we start putting together 
the many rich lessons gathered thus far. We walk the 
landscape, discovering who the other inhabitants 
(coyote, raccoon, deer) of the land are and what 
their routines and movements on the landscape can 
teach us. After lunch, we take the short drive into 
Santa Fe to tour a museum and see the ways ancient 
people depicted birds in various mediums. The 
afternoon and evening are open-ended; you may 
choose to spend time in Santa Fe’s historic plaza or 
return to Sunrise Springs to take advantage of the 
incredible amenities offered on-site. 

Overnight, Sunrise Springs, Santa Fe, NM
Breakfast and Lunch Included, Dinner is On Your Own

DAY 5 SATURDAY, MAY 16
After our morning bird sit, we go deeper into our 
birding by adding to our birdsong lessons and 
feather identification. Our afternoon takes us to a 
local pueblo, where we learn about the importance 
of the pueblo’s location and its connection to the 
environment; its migration history; and the history 
and practice of feast days.

Overnight, Sunrise Springs, Santa Fe, NM
Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner Included

DAY 6 SUNDAY, MAY 17
Our final morning is devoted to “wrapping the bundle,” 
bringing all the teachings together and preparing to 
take them with you wherever you go. This afternoon 
we drive to Albuquerque to see a performance 
by American Indian dancers at the Indian Pueblo 
Cultural Center. We end our journey with stories and a 
celebratory dinner.

Overnight, Sunrise Springs, Santa Fe, NM
Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner Included
 
DAY 7 MONDAY, MAY 18
If you are driving, depart anytime. Hotel checkout time 
is noon. Please review arrival / departure instructions 
provided by Crow Canyon. 

Breakfast Included
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