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Climate & Culture in 
the Southern Rockies
May 17–23, 2020

DAY 1 SUNDAY, MAY 17
Arrive in Albuquerque and enjoy a program 
orientation with your fellow travelers. Stay in a 
historic hotel that was renovated to be one of only 
two Gold LEED-certified energy-efficient hotels in 
the United States. 

Overnight, Hotel Andaluz, Albuquerque, NM
Dinner Included

DAY 2 MONDAY, MAY 18
Travel to Los Alamos, nestled at the base of the 
Jemez Mountains, where we meet with climate 
scientists to learn about the legacy of the 2011 Las 
Conchas fires and participate in a thought-provoking 
discussion of the effects of climate shifts on forest 
ecosystems. Visit the Valles Caldera National 
Preserve for a deeper understanding of fire and 
flood impacts on the Rio Grande Plateau. Identify 
the factors that shape the development of human 
societies, and gain an appreciation for human 
cultural diversity. 

Overnight, Hampton Inn, Los Alamos
Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner Included

DAY 3 TUESDAY, MAY 19
Spend the day at Bandelier National Monument. 
A tour of the stunning cliff dwellings in Frijoles 
Canyon inspires our conversations about 
archaeological evidence of agricultural features 
and water management systems. Guided by a local 
expert, we hike to Burnt Mesa Pueblo, a large 13th-
century mesa-top village, where we learn about the 
development of aggregated villages within a diverse 
and complex landscape. 

Overnight, Hampton Inn, Los Alamos
Breakfast and Lunch Included, Dinner is on your own
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DAY 4 WEDNESDAY, MAY 20
Today we visit Santa Clara Pueblo and the Puye 
Cliff Dwellings. The cliff dwellings, a National 
Historic Landmark, were built by the ancestors of 
today’s Santa Clara Pueblo people. The home of 
approximately 1,500 people between A.D. 900 and 
1580, the ancient village sits on top of the Pajarito 
Plateau overlooking a stunning landscape of rugged 
mountains and deep canyons. Guided by Santa 
Clara tribal members, we learn how traditional 
knowledge helps prepare Pueblo communities for 
the challenges posed by a changing climate.  

Overnight, Hampton Inn, Los Alamos
Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner Included

DAY 5 THURSDAY, MAY 21
Journey north along the High Road to Taos, a 
scenic byway that passes through Spanish and 
Pueblo villages as it winds through the uplands of 
the Sangre de Cristo Mountains. You will be guided 
through the excavated site of Pot Creek Pueblo, 
the earliest large village in the region, where 
many distinctive aspects of Northern Tiwa society 
appear to have f irst developed. Enjoy an insiders’ 
tour of collections acquired by the Fort Burgwin 
Research Center. Visit Picuris Pueblo, a thriving 
Tiwa community, where we meet tribal leaders, 
tour excavations of the original pueblo, and 
engage in a lively discussion of climate resilience, 
past and present. 

Overnight, Sagebrush Inn and Suites, Taos
Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner Included

DAY 6 FRIDAY, MAY 22
Today we explore the ancient site of Poshuouinge—
“village at the place of the green bubbling hot 
springs”—the largest of four Pueblo villages 
surrounding Ojo Caliente’s famous mineral hot 
springs. On our way back to Albuquerque, we tour 
a modern small family farm and discover how they 
mitigate the changing of the seasons and extreme 
weather conditions. 

Overnight, Hotel Andaluz, Albuquerque
Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner Included

DAY 7 SATURDAY, MAY 23
Depart Albuquerque with new knowledge of 
how resilient humans can be in the face of their 
changing environment.

Breakfast Included
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This program requires special permission from the Valles Caldera 
National Preserve, Bandelier National Monument, Fort Burgwin Re-
search Center, USDA Forest Service – Santa Fe, Santa Clara Pueblo, 
Taos Pueblo, and Picuris Pueblo. 


