
Explorations in 
the Aztatlán World March 30 - April 7, 2020

Highlights

Scholars

Cost

Plan your trip!

Rock Art in Nayarit Ixtatlan del Rio

The Aztatlán culture was one of the major cultural developments 
in late prehispanic northwest Mesoamerica (A.D. 900 to 1350+), 
but due to the scarcity of archaeological investigations over the 
past 50 years, it remains a little understood cultural phenomenon. 
Evidence indicates that the Aztatlán culture was a significant factor 
in some social changes in northern Mexico and the American 
Southwest, including at Paquimé and Chaco Canyon. Understanding 
the dynamics of far west Mexico after A.D. 900 can shed light on 
long-distance connections to other Mesoamerican cultures to the 
southeast, such as the Toltec and Mixtec. This tour explores a range 
of archaeological and natural wonders in far west Mexico, taking 
you back in time over 1,000 years to explore the prehispanic social, 
political, economic, and religious developments that shaped the 
region and its far-flung cultural connections. The tour comprises 
two stages, the first based around Puerto Vallarta (Nayarit/Jalisco 
border) and the second based in the highlands and coastal lowlands 
around the capital city of Tepic, Nayarit. Both stages also offer 
opportunities to savor the culinary delights of the region.

Call your Crow Canyon enrollment 
specialist at 800.422.8975, ext. 457. 
See map and complete itinerary at 
crowcanyon.org

Michael Mathiowetz
is an archaeologist specializing in the 
prehistory and history of indigenous 
people spanning the American Southwest, 
north Mexico, and west Mexico.

John Pohl
Adjunct professor in art history at UCLA 
and lecturer in anthropology at California 
State University, Los Angeles.

Member*: Single $8,270 / Double $7,600

Non-Member: Single $8,395 / Double $ 7,725

*Minimum $100 level member

• Visit off-the-grid archaeological sites that are not open to the 
general public in the broader vicinities of Santiago Ixcuintla and 
Banderas Bay; experience rock art, Mesoamerican-style ballcourts, 
and monumental earthen-mound architecture.

• Traverse the San Blas estuary in small boats to Isla del Rey to visit a 
cave shrine dedicated to Haramara - the Huichol goddess of the sea.

• Indulge in culinary endeavors as you visit Planeta Cacao, a new 
educational garden, for a hands-on tour of contemporary small-
scale cacao production and Rancho Verano Distileria de Tequila/
Mama Lucia to learn about the process of distillation of alcohol, 
including tequila.




