
Archaeology  
Day Seminar 
The Crow Canyon Archaeological Center invites you to 
explore the science of archaeology and the history and 
culture of the ancestral Pueblo Indians. Through hands-
on activities, our archaeologists introduce you to the 
study of the ancient past. On a behind-the-scenes tour 
of our laboratory and curation room, you’ll see ancient 
artifacts and learn how discoveries are made. Visit 
Crow Canyon’s unique educational facilities, including 
the Pithouse and Pueblo Learning Centers—replicas of 
ancestral Pueblo dwellings that will make you feel as 
if you’ve traveled back in time. Then, on a tour of our 
current excavation site (which dates from A.D. 500–
1280), you’ll see archaeologists at work—and learn how 
Crow Canyon’s research is adding to our understanding 
of Pueblo communities in the Mesa Verde region.  

During your visit, you’ll enjoy a delicious lunch at 
our lodge and savor the rustic charm of our 170-acre 
campus, set amid pinyon and juniper woodlands with 
views of Mesa Verde and Sleeping Ute Mountain.
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Our Mission 
  
The mission of the Crow Canyon  
Archaeological Center is to advance  
and share knowledge of the human  
experience through archaeological  
research, education programs, and  
partnerships with American Indians. 
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Schedule and activities subject to change.  
Crow Canyon’s programs and admission practices are 
open to applicants of any race, color, nationality, ethnic 
origin, gender, or sexual orientation.. 

About Crow Canyon
More than 30 years ago, Crow Canyon was founded 
on the idea that members of the public could play 
an important role in archaeological research. Each 
year, we welcome people of all ages to our campus 
near Mesa Verde in southwestern Colorado. Crow 
Canyon is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization. 

Contact Us
This program’s activities may be customized to 
your interests. For questions about this program or 
about Crow Canyon, please contact Sarah Payne, 
Director of Cultural Explorations, at 800-422-8975, 
ext. 154, or spayne@crowcanyon.org.

WHAT TO EXPECT 
Crow Canyon is located about 4 miles northwest 
of the town of Cortez in southwestern Colorado. 
It is 15 miles west of the entrance to Mesa Verde 
National Park and 40 miles northeast of the 
Four Corners Monument, where the states of 
Colorado, Utah, Arizona, and New Mexico meet. 
The Crow Canyon campus is located at an elevation 
of 6200 feet in the high desert, where deep 
sandstone canyons cut across pinyon, juniper, 
and sage-covered plains. The Colorado sun is 
strong (ultraviolet exposure increases about 4 
percent for every 1000 feet above sea level), and 
the air is generally very dry. In summer, daytime 
temperatures are usually in the mid-80s to low 
90s, but occasionally reach triple digits; afternoon 
thunderstorms are not uncommon. 

DIRECTIONS 
From the intersection of Highway 491 and  
County Road L northwest of Cortez, turn west on 
Road L. Drive about 1 mile to Road 23 (watch for 
Crow Canyon sign), and turn left. In about 1 mile, 
Road 23 curves to the left and turns into Road K, 
which becomes Crow Canyon’s driveway. 

WHAT TO BRING 
Each participant in the Archaeology Day Seminar 
should bring a water bottle. Sunscreen, a wide-
brimmed hat, sunglasses, and rain gear are highly 
recommended. Wear comfortable clothes and 
walking shoes.  

ARCHAEOLOGICAL ETHICS 
Crow Canyon’s Archaeology Day Seminar includes 
visiting an archaeological site and touring a working 
laboratory. Artifacts and other archaeological 
remains are important sources of information 
that archaeologists use to determine how people 
lived in the past. It is a violation of the Society for 
American Archaeology code of ethics for program 
participants to keep any artifacts or other cultural 
or paleontological remains from any archaeological 
site, and it is against the law for participants to 
keep any such materials collected from state or 
federal land. 

Tour a working archaeological excavation site
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